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to those interested in the care of the insane who are confronted with the 
problem of caring for a larger number than the State hospitals will accom- 
modate. From the reports of Dr. Sutherland and Dr. Macpherson, who 
are the visitors to this class, the success of this plan of caring for the 
insane seems to be well established. Another point of interest is the in- 
crease of lunacy in proportion to population which has been worked out 
from 1858. The number of lunatics under the jurisdiction of the board 
since that time has increased 186 per cent. During the same period the 
population has increased 50 per cent. The proportion of insane to the 
population now stands at 250 per ~oo,ooo, an increase of 46 in the last ten 
years. The report is well worth careful perusal. 

W. R. D. 

A .Van-Surgical Treatise on Diseases o f  the Prostate Gland atrd Adtrexa. 
By GEORGE WHITFIELD OVERALL. (Chicago, 1903: Marsh and Grant 
Company.) 

This book is a plea for the use of medicine and electricity in the treat- 
ment of diseases of the prostate gland. The author is earnest and sincere 
in his purpose but has not presented his case in a very convincing manner. 
H e  states that diseases of the prostate are frequently responsible for 
neurasthenia, melancholia, insomnia, and other neuroses, and gives ab- 
stracts of a number of cases, apparently in proof of this, but beyond the 
mere statement that the cases recovered after treatment he gives no proof. 

The book contains so much that is good that it seems a pity that it is 
not better. From a perusal of it a person interested in the care of the 
nervous and insane is by no means convinced that he can cure any of his 
cases by treatment of the prostate nor indeed is he convinced that an 
examination of this organ is so necessary as the author would have us 
believe. W. R. D. 

Die Balkenstrahlung des nrenschlichen Gehirns nach frontalen Schnitten 
der rechten Hemisphiire einer Jieben Jahre alten Schussverlestung. 
Von DR. A. RICHTER (Berlin, 1903: H. Kornfeld.) 

The history of the case which has been studied in this monograph is 
first narrated quite briefly but so as to give all essentials for a proper 
understanding of what follows. The patient attempted suicide in 1889 
by shooting himself in the right side of the head. Following this he had 
paralysis of the left arm and leg, and of the bladder, which were in turn 
followed by other paralyses. Eight months after the injury the patient 
was trephined but the bullet was not found and still other symptoms fol- 
lowed. Three and a half years after the injury after having been in two 
hospitals the patient was taken to the State Insane Asylum at Dalldorf 
where he died seven years, five months and twenty days after having re- 
ceived the bullet wound. At autopsy it was found that the bullet had 
entered the right hemisphere somewhat above and behind the ascending 




